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Mr Kobylkin Dmitry Nikolaevich, Minister
Russian Federation Ministry of Natural Resources and Ecology

Minister Nikolaevich,

This letter expresses our deepest concern that recent proposals will weaken regulations on pollutant loads
into Lake Baikal. We have been informed that these proposals will permit increased inputs of sulphates,
chlorides, and detergents, as well as nitrates and phosphates. We, the Executive Board of the International
Society of Limnology (SIL), form a widely international group of researchers experienced in the research and
management of lakes and rivers. In particular, we are acutely aware of the consequences of phosphate and
nitrate loads and other pollutants to lake ecosystems.

Lake Baikal is an iconic ecosystem of global importance, as recognized by its UNESCO World Heritage status.
It is well known for its endemic flora and fauna, as well as its outstanding water quality. We fear that the
recent proposals will contribute to an irreversible loss of the natural quality and health of this huge
freshwater resource. We strongly urge the authorities and all those connected to the management and
protection of Lake Baikal, to do their utmost to prevent these measures from being implemented.

Most sincerely,
Prof. Yves Prairie, Canada, SIL President
Dr. Thomas Mehner, Germany, SIL President Elect iy, ;,L:.«;

Dr. Tamar Zohary, Israel, SIL General Secretary-Treasurer “Tawos Zo/\ma

On behalf of the rest of the SIL Executive Board members and other officers:

Prof. Ines O’Farrel, Argentina, SIL Vice President for Developing Countries
Dr Jeremey Piggot, Ireland, Vice President

Dr Martin Kainz, Austria, Vice President

Dr Marieke Frassl|, Australia, Student/Early Career representative

Dr lestyn Woolway, UK, Student/Early Career representative

Prof. David Hamilton, Australia, Society journal editor (Inland Waters)

Dr Giovanna Flaim, Italy, SlLnews Editor

Dr. Maciej Bartosiewicz, Switzerland, SIL Communications

Ms Veronica Nava, ltaly, website manager

cc: Ms. Mechtild Rossler, Director, UNESCO World Heritage Center (M.Rossler@unesco.org)
Peter Shadie, IUCN World Heritage Department (peter.shadie@iucn.org)

International secretariat : The International Society of Limnology, UQAM, P.O. Box 8888, Montreal, Canada
H3C 3P8
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lfocnoguHy Kobbinknuy Amutputo Hukonaesuuy
Poccuitckan Pepepauus,
MwuHucTepcTso MNpupogHbix Pecypcos u Ikonorum

FocnognH MuHuUCTp,

3TMM NUCbMOM Mbl BbipaxKaem Haly ryboyaliwyo 03ab0YeHHOCTb TEM, YTO COBPEMEHHbIE MPOEKTbI
0C/1abAT HOpMbl cbpoca 3arpAsHAWMX BelecTs B 03epo balikan. CornacHo MOy4eHHOM Hamu
MHbOPMaLMK, 3TU NPOEKTbl NO3BONAT YBENNUYUTb COpPOC cynbdaToB, XN0PULOB U MOIOLWMX CPEAcTB, a
TaK)Ke — HUTPaToB U ¢pocdaToB. UcnonHUTeNbHas Komuccusa MexKayHapoaHOro coko3a JIMMHO/IOrOB
(Executive Board of the International Society of Limnology (SIL), KoTopyto mMbl NpeacTaBasem, ABAAETCA
BECbMa MeXAyHapoAHOW rpynmnon onbITHLIX YYEHbIX B 06/1aCTN UCCNef0BaHNA U MEHeKMEHTa 03ep U
peK. B 4acTHOCTM, Mbl OCTPO 0CcO3HaeM nocaeactsns copoca pochatoB, HATPATOB M APYIUX 3arPA3HAIOLLMX
BelLLeCTB B 03epHble skocucTembl. O3epo balikan — «MKoHorpaduyeckoe» («NopTpeTHoe») 03epo, KaK 3To
cneayeTt u3 ero ctatyca Obbekta Muposoro Hacnegma KOHECKO.

BaiKan 3HaMeHUT cBOen sHAEMMUUYHON Gpopoli 1 dayHOM, paBHO Kak 1 BOAOM BblAAOLLErOCA KavyecTsa.
Mbl onacaemcsi, YTO COBPEMEHHble MPOEKTbl NpMBeAyT K HeobpaTMMbIM MOTEPAM €CTECTBEHHOrO
KayecTBa W 3[40pPOBbA 3TOr0 IMraHTCKOro pecypca NpecHoW BoAbl. Mbl HacTOATENbHO NpPU3biBaem
npeacraBuTesiell BNacTu 1 BCEX JINL, OTBETCTBEHHbIX 338 MEHEAKMEHT U 0XpaHy o3epa balikan, NnpuaoXK1TbL
BCE YCUANSA K TOMY, YTOBbI NPeaoTBPaTUTb 3TU NPOEKTbI OT BOMJ/IOLLEHMA B }KU3Hb.

C Hanbonee NCKPEHHUMM NOXKENAHUAMM,

Prof. Ue Mpspu, KaHnada, SIL Mpe3udenm, u lMpedcedamenos Komuccuu KOHECKO no 2no06anbHbim
MPUPOOHbLIM U3MeHeHUAM

Dr. Tomac MeHep, l'epmanus, SIL Mpe3naeHT (M36upaembiin),

Dr. Tamap 3oxapu, U3paunnb, SIL FeHepanbHbI CekpeTapb

(TpY Nnognucu)

OT MUMEHM M NO NOPYYEHMUIO OCTA/IbHbIX YSIEHOB UCMONHUTE/IbHOM KOMUCCUU U APYIUX COTPYAHMKOB:
Prof. UHec O’dappen, ApreHTuHa, SIL Buue-npesunaeHT (pasBuBatowmecs CTpaHbl),

Dr Oxepemu MNupgxo, UpnaHgua, Buue-npesngeHt

Dr MapTtuH KaiHu, AscTpua, Buue-npesnaeHT

Dr Mapuke ®paccn, ABCTpanua, NnpeacTaBuTeslb CTYAEHTOB U MOJIOAbIX YYEHbIX

Dr UctuH Byneai, BennkobpuTtaHma, npeactaBUTeNb CTYAEHTOB M MOJIOAbIX YYEHbIX

Prof. Ossua NammnnbToH, ABCTpanusa, PeaakTop epHana Obuwectea SIL (Inland Waters)

Dr OskoaHHa ®nanm, Utanua, pegakTop KypHana SlLnews

Dr. Mauei bapTocesuny, LLBeliuapus, SIL B3aMMOOTHOLIEHMUA

Ms BepoHuKa Hasa, Utanua, website meHegxep
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